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Luke 10:25-37

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Good morning CHURCH!

Last Sunday I preached on the sermon entitled “A New Beginning to Rethink Church.” I mentioned that I follow the lectionary. The lectionary gospel reading for today is inviting us to RETHINK about the story of the Good Samaritan. It is like the book written by Marcus Borg, “Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time,” as we will look into meeting the Good Samaritan again for the first time. We are being invited to look into the very reason why we exist as a church. It is to proclaim the message of the kingdom of God by doing the same likewise the good Samaritan did and we may live to the fullest meaning of eternal life by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

One of the things we immediately do or tempted to do when we read a story is we try to see whom we identify with from the characters. Does it make us feel good or bad? In looking at the Good Samaritan of Today, we need to be very careful so that we can truly live the will of God through the teachings of Jesus. 

I’m not sure how many times you have read and listened to sermons using this story. One word that came up to me when I was dealing with this text is the word MOTIVATION. What led the unexpected, unnamed person to do
the right and difficult thing of helping a fellow human being whom Jesus identified as the neighbor?

It’s interesting how the lawyer asked a question how to inherit eternal life. It connotes one who has the power to give it and he has to impress the one, God who is the giver of it. The story could show that he is not sincere about it. He has the answer to his own question and he didn’t stop. It became evident how he didn’t fully understand it by asking the question “Who is my neighbor?” with the intention of embarrassing Jesus? The intention of making Jesus look bad and he would look good?
The realization all came down through a story. Has it happened to you before that you just realized the answer to life’s question is found through or in a story?

The road the victim took from Jerusalem to Jericho is 17 miles and is known to be notoriously dangerous. We don’t know his purpose or his identity. He is a victim of robbery. The passersby were identified; a priest and a Levite. We expect compassion from them as clergy but they passed by and we don’t even know the reasons why. Maybe they are afraid that the man is already dead and are not supposed to touch a dead body for it may defile them; or they might be overwhelmed by the burden of taking care of the person or it might just be a trap for them and they become victims as well. The Samaritan who is considered half-breed and unfit for God’s service is the one who cared for the victim because he overcame all those possible fears. He was moved with compassion. It is interesting to see in the original language of Greek compassion came from esplanchnisthe –– moved to the depths of his bowels with compassion)" (v. 33c).  "Where we say 'heart,' (Jews) often said 'bowels'" (Burghardt, 106-107/Logos Productions). How do you feel if someone says to you “I love you with all my esplanchna; with all my vowels; with all my intestines?” Allow me to use this illustration from the Filipino language. The word neighbor is translated kapatid. It came from two words: PATID NG BITUKA; cut from just one umbilical cord. When Filipinos receive friends at their door, the first thing they ask is “Have you eaten?” Is your bowel full? 
The Good Samaritan of today is not motivated by duty.
The Good Samaritan of today is not motivated by doing something good and waiting for something in return.

The Good Samaritan of today is not motivated by racial prejudice.

The Good Samaritan of today is not motivated by gender prejudice.

The Good Samaritan of today is not motivated by protecting the status quo.

The Good Samaritan of today is motivated by mercy; by compassion; by love.

The Good Samaritan of Today welcomes the strangers.

The Good Samaritan of Today believes every human being is a neighbor.

The Good Samaritan of today practices Radical Hospitality.

The Good Samaritan of today practices Passionate Worship.

The Good Samaritan of Today practices Intentional Faith Development.

The Good Samaritan of Today practices Risk-taking Mission and Service,

The Good Samaritan of today practices Extravagant Generosity.

The Good Samaritan of today is a Methodist living the message of the gospel. Amen.

