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Luke 11:1-13

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread. 4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

In the series of sermons that we have in the month of July I started with one that focused on the New Beginning in our doing ministries together. As disciples of Jesus, we face a harvest that is huge. We need not just Christians but disciples of Jesus who are engage in a movement ready to respond to the call for the need of more laborers. These series of sermons in kingdom building, as we begin a new relationship in service included one that calls us as the Good Samaritans of today. Last, Sunday, you were invited to look into choosing the better part of spending time in listening to God and doing God’s will. Today, the lectionary reading provides us an opportunity to understand deeply and know clearly the Right Way to Pray. Prayer indeed is very important in our lives. It is the very secret of our growth in the faith and service. Jesus served a very powerful model of an effective prayer life.

Let us pray…. I appreciate all of you that have prayed my family; for my trip to the Philippines and for my mother who suffered from another stroke and is facing death and you have held us up in the loving and gracious hands of God. May God bless you richly. 
It came to me as I suppose it came to others as well, “Is there a wrong way to pray?” How do we know for sure that we will be hearing in this sermon is the Right Way to Pray?” What is the right way to pray? How many people could have reacted when they pass by our church possibly asking, “Am I praying the wrong way?” Is there a wrong way to pray?

Where did you learn to pray? From whom did you learn to pray?
Where do you pray?

Billy Graham said that there are there are 3 important ways to an effective evangelistic meeting: First, pray; second, pray; third, pray.

The right way to pray is always focused in asking the grace of God to bless others. The right prayer is other-oriented; not self-oriented. This prayer of other-orientedness involves persistency. There is persistency when there is justice and you know what is ought to be given and done.

The disciples asked the right thing: for them to learn how to pray the way Jesus prays. Even John taught the disciples to pray. Jesus already recognizes that they pray and they know the need to pray for he said, “When you pray.. he didn’t say if you pray.” The formula is given how to pray. But even though one learns the formula how to pray, it doesn’t necessarily mean the person knows the right way to pray. We can have a series of sermons on the topic of prayer based on the Lord’s prayer, but today I would like to focus on the parable Jesus gave for the disciples to learn how to pray.

Bible scholars could help us understand the need to pray the right way when we know the context of the parable. It is interesting to observe that the visiting friend came at midnight. Members of the community go to bed early and share a common room and to receive a friend would awaken members of the family of a certain household. It must be difficult to put them back to sleep. Mideastern people take hospitality very seriously and it is a shame if they are not able to meet the need of a visiting one. Families take turns in using a common stove in the village. It is interpreted that the receiving friend doesn’t have any leftover bread because it is not his turn to use the stove. The community knows that the one who has been asked for lending bread has the stove. The receiving friend is persistent because he knows that the need could be provided by the one who has. Bible scholars have pointed out that if the reluctant member of the community will still give what is being asked for, how much more so with God who is more dependable.
The right way to pray is to recognize the needs of others and how we may be used by God to extend the providing and giving hands of God.
The right way to pray is to become persistent on what is just by our responsibility to care for the needs of the community and the welcoming of the strangers.
The right way to pray is to act while we still have the strength to radical hospitality and extravagant generosity.

The right way to pray is work for justice and to pray for peace.

