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Luke 5:1-11

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.

Good morning Wayside Church!

I’m very glad to be here with you and also very much excited to share with your existing ministries and envision new ones. One of the first things that I have observed in your picture bulletins in the Tucker Hall is the Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations posted to remind you of who you are and what are you becoming: these are Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, risk Taking Mission and Service and Extravagant Generosity. It was noted by Doug Anderson when we had our Orders’ Retreat that they are similar to our Covenant of Presence, Prayer, Service, Gifts and Witness. There is no doubt that the church will grow and make disciples of Jesus when these are practiced faithfully and fruitfully.

One of my favorite magazines, the Christian Century has a sermon that started with this: Thomas G. Long, professor of homiletics at Candler School of Theology discussed temptations faced by anxious preachers who must preach week after week, sometimes for several services each Sunday. "What can I say this time?" is the angst-filled question of many of us. In an earlier day one could find Harry Emerson Fosdick's sermons collected in his books, and Ernest T. Campbell's sermons were mailed weekly from Riverside Church. But nowadays the Internet entices plagiarists with an unlimited selection of instantly available sermons. An answer to "What can I say?" can be provided with the click of a mouse. And it's free! The only cost, Long points out, is the preacher's vocation and integrity.

I am lectionary preacher and when I read the gospel reading for today I immediately thought and believed with all my heart that this is the right text
for us as we face a new beginning in our ministries. The question of “What can I say?” has its answer through the text: the harvest is plentiful, people are waiting, the laborers are few and God is calling us to make disciples of Jesus Christ. I strongly believe that God is calling us not to become just believers but disciple makers. 
Through the leadership of our Bishop, Warner H. Brown, Jr.’ we’re Rethinking Church! In our Rethinking Church we will explore on all the possible ministries we can do in seeking Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world; Creating new places for new people and revitalizing existing congregations; combating the diseases of poverty by improving health globally; Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

In the movie, “Dead Poets Society,” that came out in the middle 80’s, Robin Williams portrayed a very unorthodox teacher in an exclusive school for boys. In one of the early sessions of his poetry class where he took them to the school’s main hall and allowed the young students look at the different evidences of success of the school. He whispered to heir ears, ‘carpe diem.” Anyone who has an idea what do these Latin words mean: Yes! “Seize the day.”
Let us seize the day, of every opportunity to make Jesus known. Carpe Diem for the harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few. We celebrate the Holy Communion affirming our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are all in this together. We are one.

Today, we remember in prayers all the men and women in uniform who are giving their lives so that we keep on enjoying the freedom that many have offered their sacrifices. The freedom that we have that many martyrs have shed their lives and souls comes with blessings that God give us and they are immeasurable.
The harvest is plentiful, the freedom we have should not make us lazy and complacent. Amen.

