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Luke 12:13-21

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
Things I’d like to remember from the sermon:
After the DVBS week and the children’s presentation this morning, I would like to say, “WOW.” What a great investment our church has with these children. They are not only the future of the church, they are the children of today.
My intention this morning of which I came up with this sermon theme, A Parable with an Earthly Meaning is for us to be reminded that while we still live on earth let us live our lives as faithful stewards and disciples of Jesus.

I went to a bible school and I still remember what the professor said in one of my New Testament courses about parables. He said, a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. I struggled with that because it doesn’t make any sense. A heavenly meaning? How do I live that while I’m still on earth? What I came to understand is that a parable is an earthly story with an earthly meaning. We have to live the meaning and messages of the parables in our everyday lives as disciples of Jesus.

Please pray with me…

I introduce to you this morning what I call MAPS. When you need directions in driving you have the GPS. Googles provides us with MAPS for direction. I came up with words in this acronym as Move. Align. Pray. Study. This is a study guide provided for you that you may use them as you write down notes when you listen to the sermon. What are the things that you would want to remember from the sermon. You are also provided with scripture readings
for the whole week; the prayer ministry has a list of concerns you may lift up in your prayers. I believe that through the MAPS, we need to move through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and do according to the will of God. We do not need to be passive. We need to live our lives from being spectators to participators. Faithful reading and study of the word of God will help us align ourselves with God. We talked about last Sunday about prayer and this is the key for our spiritual growth and the growth of the church as a whole. 
What are parables? Basically a parable places things side by side for the sake of comparison (Hendrixx). They relate to existing reality or are invented. Jesus used the parables as means of a dialogue and the intention is to win the listeners over to his views. I like what Hendrixx said as the functions of parables: to crate a distance, provoke and appeal. You would feel like alienated, then challenged and provoked then it will bring you to a new insight and will call you to live differently.
What is the Kingdom of God? Is it the prominent teaching of Jesus and he only had a short time to proclaim about this message. It is a comparison between the understanding, experience and maybe hope for another kingdom of David to take place. Jesus taught them a reversal of that kingdom. We could understand that through the parables that the kingdom of God is not a place but a reality in life where we experience the reign of God when we live according to the values of God.
Epicurean Ethics vs. Christian Ethics
Basically this is greed versus contentment. This is about Possession and wanting more versus stewardship that we let go of our hands what we have been given and we give them back to God. This is about Wanting more versus being warned that we don’t take them with us when we exit from earth.
Discipleship and Stewardship 
We have very big challenges in front of us. How do we make the church relevant and challenge people, provoke them and decide differently to align themselves with God through Jesus Christ. This is where I believe that discipleship and stewardship go hand in hand. 

Sister Joan Chittister said and I quote, “What is inside of me is not determined by the things I have managed to accumulate. The riches of my life depend on the way I live life, not what I acquire in it” end of quote.

What are the things you would like to remember from the sermon? Continue the MAPS. Move. Align. Pray. Study.

