MAPS
Move. Align. Pray. Study

Wayside United Methodist Church Weekly Guide 
August 22, 2010

Sermon Notes

Who Is That Unnamed Woman?

Rev. Dr. Fel S. Cao
Luke 13:10-17

10Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
Things I’d like to remember from the sermon:

I invite you to take your MAPS inside the bulletin and you may write down what you would want to remember from today’s sermon. You will find that the weekly readings come with reflective questions that you may use for your personal devotions. I asked someone of what does she think about the reflective questions. She said that they are hard questions. I think that is the purpose why I come up with daily readings and reflective questions so that in our journey of spirituality and maturity we will become a thinking church. At this time when people  are in a post-church era, our deep thinking in the faith challenges us to become more real in our ministries and we become more visible in the community and the world.

Theme: Being able to recognize a person of worth as a child of God with identity and dignity brings in us the healing of our souls that leads to our growing relationship with God demonstrated in our service to the church and community.

Who is that unnamed woman? I’m not sure how many times you have come across in reading this story or you may not have read it at all only until now. It is only found in the gospel of Luke. You may have not paid any attention to her story at all for in the first place it is so easy to forget her character as she is unnamed. Why was she not named? How come Zacheus was named when Jesus met him when he climbed up on a tree? The twelve disciples were named when they were called by Jesus to follow him. We can mention other stories and characters in the gospels. Immediately I will interpret that this woman is a marginalized person. She has not been accepted in her community; rejected and no one paid attention to her. What did Jesus do?

Recognition…

Jesus recognized her. Jesus moved beyond the boundaries of the law to recognize her. Though she didn’t come for healing and recognition and yet, Jesus brought her whole being into the acceptance of the community. It is very ironic that it is the religious people in the religious institution that would not accept the life changing miracle that Jesus initiated to do. The intention of healing didn’t even come from the bent-over woman for it is not her business to be given any attention. She went there out of her volition not minding that it is only the business of those who are well to go inside the synagogue and listen to the teaching of God. Maybe her focus is on God alone and Jesus recognized it and he met the needs of the woman more than what she was hoping and praying for. 

Jesus recognized her according to her gender as a daughter of Abraham; that’s her gender identity. She is described as a woman bent over and has been prevented from achieving her full potential as a woman and as a person. 

She has been bounded in captivity be the forces of evil for a very long time and I imagined that that has been tormenting for a long time. The grace of God has come upon her through Jesus Christ who laid his hands upon her and she has been freed and made whole.

Safiyah Fosua asked the questions: Who are the bent-over people (female or male) in your community? What prevents them from standing? How can the church participate in their healing? (Who might now wish to see them healed?) 
 Participation…

Those who are unnamed and are bent over might be those people who numbered about 14 million that have lost their homes due to intense flooding in northeastern Pakistan. According to Time News Magazine, the United Nations launched an appeal for $450 million aid. More than a thousand people died and it’s a pity how people have been stranded without food or shelter. The good news doesn’t stop in the recognition of those who need healing, the good news continues on when the children of God, the disciples of Jesus participate in the saving work of God.

Look at how the leader of the synagogue reacted in opposition to what Jesus had done. He did not direct to Jesus his criticism of the woman for he might have thought that Jesus may confront him. He didn’t see how the woman was redeemed from her captive condition. He might have been a Pharisee. When there was a fragmentation of Judaism, the Pharisees have been regarded as pro-people. They are based in the synagogue where people come to the hearing of the teachings of the Law. But the women and those who are sick are excluded from the synagogue. One preacher said the Pharisees have the right theology but have the wrong spirit. In this case, it is both wrong theology and wrong spirit. He may have been sincere in doing what the Law, the Torah reaches, but sincerity is not always right. He prefers to obey what the law teaches that does not meet the need of a poor woman. Jesus did what was right, what was good to give life to the one that almost has lost everything. Jesus chose life. Jesus chose to be a part of that transforming life. To observe Sabbath is to offer life and meaning to those who have lost hope and dignity in life. To observe the Sabbath is not just to edify oneself and to think that one is good because of adherence to what has been commonly known and practiced. Jesus lived the good news and he made his life part of the life of others. Jesus took the side of the poor. Jesus took the side of those who are in need of God. Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor  in accepting the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize said and I quote, “Take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.”

Ann Rice, the cultic writer of vampire novels became a Christian. But she is leaving Christianity because she couldn’t stand the judgmental spirits of the Christians. She said she’s leaving Christianity but not Jesus Christ. It is about time that we need not to remain as silent and passive spectators but rather proactive participators in the saving work of God. Amen.

